
ABBEVILLE 
MASTER PLAN

Welcome to an Open House Public Meeting for the

THIS PLAN NEEDS
YOUR VOICE

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN TODAY’S MEETING
In today’s meeting we hope you will share:

What is a master 
plan and why does 

Abbeville need one?

A master plan captures a community’s long-term vision for the future and defines 
a clear path to reach that vision. Developing a plan will help Abbeville be more 
unified, intentional, and strategic in realizing the future it wants. The strategies 
presented in the master plan will cover a range of issues impacting Abbeville--
including areas like transportation, economic development, and housing--and will be 
rooted in community engagement.

This is Abbeville’s first ever city-wide master plan, and it marks an exciting opportunity 
for all residents to share their hopes, concerns, and dreams for its future.

Planning Timeline

Implementation 
Assistance

Vision & Goal 
Setting

Groundwork Master Plan 
Refinement

Draft 
Master Plan 

Development

August-October 2024June-August 2024March-June 2024January-March 2024

We are 
here

• Community character areas &
anchors—identify how needs and
opportunities vary across the city and
give feedback on draft plan guiding
principles

• Housing & neighborhoods—share
your thoughts on how to build safe,
stable, and neighborhoods and support
appropriate housing development

• Environment & open space—where
you would like to see land conservation
and/or recreational access, how you
would like to use the Vermilion River,
where there’s frequent flooding

• Mobility—identify key destinations
in the city, highlight necessary
transportation improvements, and share
your vision for important corridors

• Economic development—identify
preferences for future retail development
and share ideas for catalytic
redevelopment opportunities

• Local corridor design charrette—
share your ideas for improving safety,
increasing mobility, and supporting
redevelopment along Lyman Street
and Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive/A.A.
Comeaux Memorial Drive.

Talk to the team 
about comments 
and questions

Make comments 
on the boards



COMMUNITY CHARACTER AREAS & ANCHORS

Gateway nodes
Gateways signify important entrances to city or note thresholds 
between distinct character areas.
What kinds of amenities or features would you like to see in 
Abbeville’s gateways?

Consider: Signage, special landscaping, public art, development standards for uses, types of 
buildings located near gateways, etc.

Neighborhood centers
Neighborhood centers serve as local hubs of activity, commerce, 
and services within the city.
What kinds of amenities, features, etc. would you like to see 
in Abbeville’s neighborhood centers?

Consider: Recreational amenities, public gathering spaces, open space, neighborhood uses 
such as small shopping areas, community centers, etc.

Institutional anchors
Institutional anchors are critical facilities that provide community 
resources and offer opportunities for growth and development.
What kinds of amenities, features, etc. would you like to see 
in Abbeville’s institutional anchors?

Consider: Improved landscaping, special streetscapes, district signage, complementary uses 
(i.e. support services, restaurants, student housing, medical office, logistics support, etc.), 
architectural requirements, etc.

Corridors
Corridors are roadways that play a significant role in shaping the 
character and identity of the city (i.e. commercial corridors, etc.)
What kinds of amenities, features, etc. would you like to see 
along Abbeville’s corridors?

Consider: Special streetscape design, accommodation for multiple modes of transit, 
improved landscaping, special sign standards, special architectural standards, safety 
enhancements, parking standards, etc.

Increasing 
safety and 
neighborhood 
stability

Connecting 
residents to 
networks of 
resources and 
opportunities

Retaining 
residents and 
attracting 
visitors

Celebrating 
community 
history and 
culture

Fostering 
community 
cohesion

Meeting 
current 
and future 
needs with 

sustainable 
development

DRAFT 
GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES
(Look out for questions about these on the 

following boards)

Share your comments on the 
guiding principles here

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Use stickers to identify areas that are important gateways to the 
city or transitions between distinct areas of the city.

Use stickers to identify areas that should serve as 
neighborhood centers or hubs for local commercial activity and 
services.

Use stickers to identify existing institutional anchors and use 
sticky notes to list any compatible services, businesses, etc. that 
would help this area function as a district.

Use markers and sticky notes to identify important corridors 
within Abbeville and share ideas for what improvements they 
need.
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HOUSING & NEIGHBORHOODS

What services and resources are most needed in Abbeville?

Adult education resources (i.e. 
financial literacy classes, etc.)

Resources for business owners

Workforce training

Youth engagement programs

Childcare

Senior care

Housing assistance

Others?

What are the most important strategies for creating a strong, safe, and desirable 
community?

Reducing vacant properties

Increasing police presence/neighborhood 
watch

Improving sub-standard housing

Cleaning up trash, removing junk cars, etc.

Improving lighting and visibility

Activating parks and public spaces

Others?

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Use sticky notes and markers to identify the types of safety 
improvements you would like to see.

Use sticky notes and markers to identify areas where you think 
new housing should be developed.

Use sticky notes and markers to identify areas that need 
infill residential development and/or home rehabilitation (i.e. 
neighborhoods where there are many vacant or abandoned 
properties, areas where housing is in poor condition, etc.).

Did you know?
The “100-year floodplain” means there is a 1-in-100 chance of 
flooding in any given year. This is also the area where the National 
Flood Insurance Program’s (NFIP’s) floodplain management 
regulations must be enforced and the area where the mandatory 
purchase of flood insurance applies. The 100-year flood zone gives 
you a 26% chance of being flooded over a 30 year mortgage.
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LEGEND

100-year floodplain

Existing residential area

Walkable, planned 
neighborhoods Senior living Duplexes Cottage housing

Mixed use residential 
unitsApartments/Condos Small lot single-family

Housing Type Preferences 
In our last meetings, we heard that you preferred the housing types below. Use sticky dots to share where you think these belong.

Share other 
thoughts here
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ENVIRONMENT & OPEN SPACE
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Use sticky notes and markers to identify any areas you think 
should be preserved/left undeveloped.

Use sticky notes and markers to identify any areas that 
experience severe or repetitive flooding.

Use sticky notes or markers to identify areas where you would 
like to access and/or use the Vermilion River or other natural 
resources

Use sticky notes or markers to identify any threats to 
Abbeville’s natural resources or recreational assets.
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MOBILITY

Veterans Memorial Drive (LA-14)
Put a dot near the kinds of improvements you think are most important

Improved 
drainage/green 
infrastructure

Better street 
lighting

Sidewalks/off-
road pedestrian 
paths

Pedestrian 
crossings

Other ideas?

Charity Street
Put a dot near the kinds of improvements you think are most important

Improved 
drainage/green 
infrastructure

Better street 
lighting

Sidewalks/off-
road pedestrian 
paths

Pedestrian 
crossings

Other ideas?

State Street
Put a dot near the kinds of improvements you think are most important

Improved 
drainage/green 
infrastructure

Better street 
lighting

Sidewalks/off-
road pedestrian 
paths

Pedestrian 
crossings

Other ideas?
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Use star stickers to mark your common destinations within the 
city. These could include places where you work, shop, play, go 
to school, go to church, etc.

Use stickers to identify where specific street improvements 
should be made—these include things like crossing 
improvements, sidewalks, street lights, bike lanes, multi-use 
paths, etc.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Strengthening the Local Economy Other Ideas? Catalytic Sites
Put a dot near the strategies you think are most important for strengthening the local economy

Visits by city staff to local 
businesses to discuss their 
needs, challenges, and 
opportunities

A one-stop-shop for 
development needs in the 
city (i.e. permitting, plan 
review, rezoning, etc.)

What ideas do you have for new development, redevelopment, or infill 
development that could kick start economic growth?

Consider: vacant or underutilized properties; transformative projects

Stronger, more active local 
and regional economic 
development networks

Incubator spaces for new or 
growing businesses to rent/
occupy

“Shop local” marketing 
campaign

Access to resources for new 
entrepreneurs (i.e. info on 
financing, real estate, etc.)

Facade improvements for 
existing businesses

Regular markets or fairs 
featuring local businesses, 
goods, and services

Actively marketing vacant 
commercial properties

Partnerships between local 
schools and employers to 
provide on-the-job training

LEGEND

Existing commercial area
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Use stickers and markers to note where future commercial 
development should happen. Insights from our retail market 
analysis:

Restaurants (Potential: 187,245 sq. ft.)
Grocery stores (Potential: 87,357 sq. ft.)
Clothing and shoe stores (Potential: 85,221 sq. ft.)
Furniture/home furnishings stores (Potential: 70,522 sq. 
ft.)
Sporting goods and hobby stores (Potential: 25,267 sq. ft.)
Cafes (Potential: 16,354 sq. ft.)
Health and beauty stores (Potential: 11,726 sq. ft.)
Bars/pubs/drinking places (Potential: 9,269 sq. ft.)
Art/gift/novelty shops (Potential: 8,756 sq. ft.)

Use stickers and markers to note where there are 
opportunities for catalytic developments that can jump 
start more extensive redevelopment. Consider vacant or 
abandoned buildings/lots, undeveloped lands, etc.
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REGIONAL CONNECTIONS

Use sticky notes and markers to highlight 
natural features/ecosystems/recreational areas 
you’d like Abbeville to better connect to.

Use sticky notes and markers to highlight 
regional economic assets or opportunities you 
think Abbeville should better connect to.

Use sticky notes and markers to highlight any 
regional transportation needs.
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